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Annex 4 
 
 

FORMAT OF NATIONAL REPORT SECTIONS ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF SCIENTIFIC OBSERVER PROGRAMMES 

 
Report Components 
 
Annual Observer Programme implementation reports should form a component of annual 
National Reports submitted by members to the Scientific Working Group.  These reports  
should provide a brief overview of observer programmes conducted in the NPRFMO/A area.  
Observer programme reports should include the following sections: 
 
A.  Observer Training 
 
An overview of observer training conducted, including: 

• Overview of training programme provided to scientific observers. 
• Number of observers trained. 

 
B.  Scientific Observer Programme Design and Coverage 
 
Details of the design of the observer programme, including: 

• Which fleets, fleet components or fishery components were covered by the programme. 
• How vessels were selected to carry observers within the above fleets or components. 
• How was observer coverage stratified: By fleets, fisheries components, vessel types, 

vessel sizes, vessel ages, fishing areas and seasons. 
 
Details of observer coverage of the above fleets, including: 

• Components, areas, seasons and proportion of total catches of target species, specifying 
units used to determine coverage. 

• Total number of observer employment days, and number of actual days deployed on 
observation work. 

 
 
C.  Observer Data Collected 
 
List of observer data collected against the agreed range of data set out in Annex 1, including: 

• Effort Data: Amount of effort observed (vessel days, net panels, hooks, etc), by area 
and season and % observed out of total by area and seasons 

• Catch Data: Amount of catch observed of target and by-catch species, by area and 
season, and % observed out of total estimated catch by species, area and seasons  

• Length Frequency Data: Number of fish measured per species, by area and season. 
• Biological Data: Type and quantity of other biological data or samples (otoliths, sex, 

maturity, etc) collected per species. 
• The size of length-frequency and biological sub-samples relative to unobserved 

quantities. 
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D.  Tag Return Monitoring 
• Number of tags returns observed, by fish size class and area. 

 
E.  Problems Experienced 

• Summary of problems encountered by observers and observer managers that could 
affect the NPRFMO/A Observer Programme Standards and/or each member’s national 
observer programme developed under the NPRFMO/A standards.  

 
 


