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• The North Pacific Marine Science Organization (PICES) is an Intergovernmental science 
organization. The Secretariat is head-quartered in British Columbia, Canada

• There are 6 Contracting Parties:

PICES Vision Statement

To engage scientists in trans-disciplinary multi-national 

collaborations to further our collective understanding of the 

North Pacific’s natural systems and enhance ecological and 

social resilience of our coasts and oceans.

PICES



Joint Symposia:

WG49: Climate 

extremes and 

Coastal impacts

WG47: 

Ecology of 

Seamounts

Joint Working Groups, or ex-officio members

Joint Initiatives

How does PICES work with other 
RFMOs/Intergovernmental orgs? 

Projects



Background
• PICES–NPFC Framework for Enhanced Scientific Collaboration in the North 

Pacific was endorsed in October 2019, following the work of a joint Study 
Group. 

• Three major areas of mutual interest were identified:
(i) support for stock assessment for priority species 

(ii) vulnerable marine ecosystems 

(iii) ecosystem approach to fisheries

• Mechanisms were identified; workshops, working groups, theme sessions 
and reciprocal representation at annual meetings. 

https://meetings.pices.int/publications/

annual-reports/2019/2019-SG-PICES-

NPFC.pdf



Recent joint activities

• NPFC and PICES representatives participated in each others’ annual
meetings in 2022/23, online, in–person and through written reports

• NPFC has representation in the PICES-ICES joint Working Group on 
Small Pelagic Fish, (WG43) which was extended to 2023

• NPFC scientists are involved in WG47 on the Ecology of Seamounts,  
including the Chair of the NPFC Scientific Committee (Dr Curtis) who 
co-chairs WG 47, which runs until 2024 (extended)



Recent joint activities
• NPFC co-sponsored the PICES-ICES-FAO Small Pelagic Fish Symposium (November

2022). Dr Toshihide Kitakado was a member of the SSC, Dr Zavolokin attended.

• The conference comprised 288 participants from 39 countries, of which 44% were ECS
• 278 presentations were given, 194 oral and 84 posters.
• Two journal special issues are in progress. 



Recent joint activities
• The NPFC co-sponsored a topic session, “S5-Environmental variability 

and small pelagic fishes in the North Pacific: exploring mechanistic and 
pragmatic methods for integrating ecosystem considerations into 
assessment and management”. The session comprised 12 talks (two 
invited and ten contributed) and two posters in the poster session.

• NPFC Scientific Committee members also co-convened a workshop at 
PICES-2022 with members of WG 47, held in hybrid mode, on 
“Distributions of pelagic, demersal and benthic species associated with 
seamounts in the North Pacific Ocean and factors influencing their 
distributions”

 
• NPFC co-sponsored a topic session at PICES-2023, “S14: BIO Topic 

Session Seamount biodiversity: vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) 

and species associated with seamounts in the North Pacific Ocean” 



Potential for upcoming joint activities

• PICES-NPFC joint international course/workshop on VME indicator taxa identification, with
financial contributions of $15,000 USD from each organization (postponed from 2020). The
course is aimed at capacity development and sharing knowledge on the identification of coral
species in the North Pacific. It will include both theory and practical exercises.

• Revision of the joint Framework for Enhanced Scientific Collaboration will be due after 2024. It
is a good time to plan the next phase.

• In February 2024 a workshop will be held to begin planning of the Small Pelagic Fish-2026
Symposium

• PICES-2024 will be in Honolulu, Oct 26 – Nov 3 2024 at the Hawaii Convention Centre

• BECI project endorsed by NPFC in 2022 – Initial project office funding received.
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