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NPFC SC decided that FAO DSF Project would 
assist and develop a draft key
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Key - deepwater sharks

• Work to improve identification and reporting

• see NPFC-2024-SC09-OP05 (91 pages) and 
follow-up talk
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coverage - deepwater sharks

Deep-water shark orders, families, and 
species documented in the North Pacific

• 76 species in North Pacific

• 25 species in CA
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Two types of dichotomous keysSpecies descriptions

Classical key - deepwater sharks
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New style digital key

1. Classical keys are not used properly by observers (most of the time)

2. Most observers jump to page xx and match up a photo with the specimen

3. A digital key can be made from a classical key

4. A digital key can combine 1 and 2, and is more natural to use 
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New style digital key

Features available

Features chosen Entities discarded

Entities remaining

4 panes on a screen
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New style digital key



9

New style digital key

Anal fin present

Anal fin absent
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1 order, 2 families and 
3 species remaining

3 features selected

5 orders discarded

Click on species photo and image 
comes up with some key features 
(not shown here)



IN COLLABORATION WITH:

International Coalition
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