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Terms of Reference for the Small Scientific Committee on Japanese Sardine (SSC JS) 
(December 2025)

1. To review and evaluate fishery data 
- Catch and efforts (including spatial-temporal distribution of landings and discards)
- Age/size composition data 
- Evaluation of data quantity, data quality, sources of uncertainty
- Others 
- Recommendation for future works 

2. To review and evaluate fishery-dependent and fishery-independent indices 
- Evaluate/update sampling design for fishery-independent survey
- Characterize the source of uncertainty for the fishery-dependent and fishery-independent data
- Develop/review/update the CPUE standardization Protocol taking into account of characteristics of respective fisheries
- Conduct CPUE standardization
- Review and update fishery-dependent and fishery-independent indices
- Recommendation for future works

3. To review, share, and update biological and other information/data relevant to stock assessment
- Stock structure (including taxonomy of JS)
- Growth 
- Reproduction and maturity schedule 
- Natural mortality 
- Migration pattern 
- Environmental influences (e.g. oceanographic, habitat, or species interactions)
- Others 
- Evaluation of data quantity, data quality, sources of uncertainty
- Recommendation for future works 

4. To conduct the stock assessment 
- Identify and apply an appropriate stock assessment model 
- Develop/review/update the Stock Assessment Protocol
- Conduct stock assessment following the Stock Assessment Protocol 
- Create the scientific advice on management based on the results of the stock assessment 
- Recommendation for future works 

5. To facilitate data- and code- sharing processes 

6. To review/improve presentation of stock assessment results (including stock status summary report in a format to be determined by the SSC) 
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