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Proposal on Re-publication of Catch and Fishing Effort Information in the Annual Summary Footprints
JAPAN

Summary
Although all Members submit annual information on catch and fishing effort to the NPFC, these data are currently not publicly available due to restrictions in the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol. This working paper proposes the re-publication of annual catch and effort information presented in the Annual Summary Footprint, taking into consideration the requirement of the Protocol.

Annual Summary Footprint
Members annually submit species-, area-, and gear-type-specific catch amounts, number of vessels, and number of fishing days to the NPFC. The NPFC Secretariat compiles these data by species into the Annual Summary Footprint[footnoteRef:1] and makes the outputs available only to Members. [1:  https://www.npfc.int/statistics
(Members only)] 

The Annual Summary Footprint used to be publicly available. However, following the amendment to the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol adopted at the SC08 meeting (see the next section for details), access was restricted to Members. Under the amended Protocol, certain catch and effort data by Member, gear type, and area cannot be disclosed due to publication restrictions based on the number of vessels.
At present, access to all Annual Summary Footprints for Bottom Fisheries, Pacific Saury, Chub and Blue Mackerels, Squids, and Japanese Sardine is limited to Members.

Amendment to the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol
The NPFC Secretariat submitted a working paper on revisions to the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol (NPFC Secretariat 2023). The document proposed adding the following text to the section on the publication of scientific data, as follows:
“In order not to reveal the individual activities of any vessel, catch and effort data in the public domain shall be made up of observations from a minimum of three vessels, unless the owner of the data decides otherwise.”
The Scientific Committee agreed to this limitation at the SC08 meeting, and the amended Protocol was subsequently adopted by the Commission. Following this amendment, access to the Annual Summary Footprints by species was restricted to Members.

Proposal for the Re-publication of Annual Catch Information in the Annual Summary Footprint
Japan annually conducts domestic stock assessments for Japanese sardine and blue mackerel, which have also been presented at the annual SC meeting. To ensure scientific reliability and reduce uncertainty in total catch information, the annual catch amounts of these two species by Member should be included in the input data for the assessments. In addition, making annual catch and effort data by species and by Member publicly available is a fundamental element of transparency in Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs), including the NPFC.
As noted above, all Annual Summary Footprints are currently accessible only to Members. In light of the data availability restrictions based on the number of vessels specified in the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol, Japan proposes that all footprint information, including:
1) annual catch; 
2) annual number of vessels; and 
3) annual number of fishing days, 
by Member, species, area, and gear type, be re-published, with values derived from fewer than three vessels masked using symbols such as “x”.
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