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Today’s presentation:

An  Overview  of  Recent  Progress  by  Selected  RFMOs  Towards  Climate-Informed  Governance

(1) Overview of approach and main findings 
(2) Recommendations for NPFC consideration 

QR code to the 
observer paper

Percentage change in exploitable fish biomass:

Figure from: Blanchard and Novaglio, FAO (2024). 

Ocean sensitivity for living marine resources within 
FAO regions and projected average fishing resource 
shifts in location:

Ocean 
sensitivity 

Figure from: IPCC AR6 
WGII Global to Regional 
Atlas, Figure AI.32b.

https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/097908c4-e2ad-428a-9350-e15e5dcd11f4
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/097908c4-e2ad-428a-9350-e15e5dcd11f4
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/097908c4-e2ad-428a-9350-e15e5dcd11f4
https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg2/
https://www.ipcc.ch/working-group/wg2/


How are RFMOs around the world addressing the challenge of climate 
change impacts in their Convention Areas? 
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Climate change actions were identified 
across 5 general and 5 tuna RFMOs
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• GFCM – General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
• NEAFC – North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
• NPFC – North Pacific Fisheries Commission
• SIOFA – Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement
• SPRFMO – South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organization  

• CCSBT – Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna
• IATTC – Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
• ICCAT – International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
• IOTC – Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
• WCPFC – Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission



For each RFMO, six categories of action were 
considered
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Underway/completed

Not underway

Status of Action:



Efforts to address climate change impacts show some 
consistency across regional bodies as well as divergences

An  Overview  of  Recent  Progress  by  Selected  RFMOs  Towards  Climate-Informed  Governance

Underway/completed

Not underway

Status of Action:

Note: Links to many 
of the relevant files 
for each RFMO are 
available in the paper



NPFC-specific recommendation 1) Develop a dedicated and 
more detailed work plan, indicative of timelines
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• Work plan would integrate climate change 
considerations in NPFC scientific processes 
and develop climate-informed management 
approaches for NPFC species. 
• Consider relevant tools and frameworks 

for climate-resilient fisheries including 
use of management strategy evaluation 
and harvest strategies.

• NPFC-2024-SC09-OP04 for a review of 
the scientific literature on harvest 
strategies and climate change.

• Example from cross-RFMO comparison: 
• IATTC Climate change workplan (SAC-

15-12) proposed workplan activities on 
page 21:

https://www.npfc.int/harvest-strategies-and-climate-change-review-literature
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NPFC-specific recommendation 2) Evaluate data requirements 
for climate-related monitoring as part of EBFM implementation

• Potential added value of: 
• Comprehensive ocean observation 

systems
• Robust fisheries-dependent and 
     -independent data programming
• Regional observer program

• Recommendations from NPFC-2024-
SC09-OP01 

Image source: Australian Fisheries 
Management Authority 

Image source: Science

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Image credit: AFMA Observer: https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=806235544871436&set=a.157100659784931
Image credit: Argo float: https://www.science.org/content/article/fleet-robotic-probes-will-monitor-global-warming-s-impact-microscopic-ocean-life
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NPFC-specific recommendation 3) Enhance RFMO 
cooperation
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Image source: Pew, adapted from the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization, 

FAO Map Catalog.

• Build on good progress made in cooperation with 
PICES, and capacity building with FAO and BECI

• Deepen cooperation with other relevant RFMOs in 
the Pacific Ocean regarding climate-ready 
management approaches, research and advice for 
transboundary species whose distribution or 
migrations are likely to be affected by climate change

• Palacios-Abrantes et al., Science Advances (2025).

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.adq5976


Thank  You! 
Ellen Ward – eward@pewtrusts.org
Raiana McKinney – rmckinney@pewtrusts.org

With thanks for contributions from: 
Esther Wozniak, Dave Gershman, Glen Holmes, Ashley Wilson, Jean-Christophe 
Vandevelde, Daniel Steadman, Grantly Galland
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