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Scientific Committee Data Call – 2026/2027

Rationale 
A data call is essential to ensure that the Scientific Committee and its subsidiary bodies have access to the most complete, consistent, and up-to-date information needed to conduct robust stock assessments and provide sound scientific advice to the Commission. Regular and standardized data submissions allow the SC subsidiary bodies to integrate fishery-dependent and fishery-independent information from all Members and CNCPs, assess trends across the Convention Area, and evaluate stock status against agreed reference points. This process not only supports transparency and comparability among datasets but also fulfils Members’ obligations under the relevant NPFC Conservation and Management Measures (CMMs), which require the timely provision of scientific and catch data to underpin evidence-based management decisions.

A centralized request for data is preferable to fragmented intersessional requests because it ensures coherence, transparency, and equity in how Members and CNCPs are asked to contribute information. When data are requested through a single, coordinated call, all parties receive the same guidance, deadlines, and specifications, reducing the risk of inconsistent interpretations or selective participation. It also helps align the timing of submissions with the scientific and management calendar, ensuring that the SC subsidiary bodies have the necessary inputs well in advance of analyses and meetings.

1.	Scope of the data call 
NPFC Members and CNCPs are requested to submit the data specified in Section 4 and 5 in accordance with the present data call for year 2026. These data are essential to support the scientific analyses, assessments, and evaluations carried out by the Scientific Committee and its subsidiary bodies. The information provided will form the basis for robust and transparent stock assessments and related scientific work, which in turn underpin the development of sound management advice and recommendations to the Commission.

2.	Regulatory basis
The exchange and provision of data for scientific purposes are explicitly grounded in the Convention on the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery Resources in the North Pacific Ocean. In addition to the Commission’s functions under Article 7(1)(f) and Members’ obligations under Article 9(1)(a) to provide data in accordance with adopted procedures, Article 16 (“Data and Information”) sets out the guiding principles for data exchange. It requires that “Members of the Commission shall provide to the Commission in a timely manner complete and accurate data concerning fishing activities and related scientific research in the Convention Area” and further mandates that “the Commission shall compile, maintain and make available such data as are necessary for the implementation of this Convention.” Moreover, Article 16(2) emphasizes that data and information “shall be provided and used in accordance with procedures adopted by the Commission,” ensuring both transparency and consistency. Collectively, these provisions form the regulatory foundation for issuing coordinated data calls and for the scientific exchange of information essential to the work of the Scientific Committee and its subsidiary bodies.

Data shared by Members shall be used in accordance with the NPFC Data Sharing and Data Security Protocol and SC’s Regulations for Management of Scientific Data and Information. 

3. Deadlines

	Subsidiary body
	Chair
	Deadline

	SSC NFS
	Luoliang Xu
	28/06/2026 1x1 degree monthly CPUE data
14/07/2026 other data


	SSC JS
	Shuya Nakatsuka
	30/06/2026


	
	
	

	
	
	



4.	Data to report 

a.	SSC NFS
	Datatype (Fishery independent/dependent)
	Data source / type
	Temporal Scope
	Aggregation

	FI

	Driftnet survey abundance index and size composition (Japan)

Squid jigging survey abundance index and size composition (China)
	2001-2025




2021-2025
	Annual;
170°E East, 170°E West



Annual
170°E West

	FD
	1x1 degree catch and effort

	1997-2025
	Month

	FD
	Standardized CPUE
	1998-2025
	Annual;
170°E East, 170°E West




b.	SSC JS
	Datatype (Fishery independent/dependent)
	Data source / type
	Temporal Scope
	Aggregation

	FI

	Survey abundance indices, if available
	
	Annual

	FD
	Catch at age

	
	Annual (by quarter if possible)

	FD
	Catch at length

	
	Annual (by quarter if possible)

	FD
	Weight at age

	
	Annual (by quarter if possible)

	FD
	Age length key

	
	Annual (by quarter if possible)

	FD
	Maturity at age 

	
	Annual (by quarter if possible)

	FD
	Standardized CPUE, if available
	
	Annual



Note: Annual catch and effort data are submitted through the electronic Annual Report by 15 February https://www.npfc.int/annual-reports-members. Summary footprints are available at https://www.npfc.int/statistics.

5.	Subsidiary bodies specifications
Specific data that SSC/TWG/SWG might require and are not routinely provided. 

6.	Submission 
a. To the SC database
Reference will be made to the SC database once it is developed, including the accompanying user manual and any supporting documentation. This will ensure that all procedures, data flows, and validation steps are aligned with the finalized database structure and the guidance provided within its official documentation.

Meanwhile, data are to be shared through the Collaboration site:
SSC NFS / 2026 NFS data sharing
SSC JS / 2026 JS data sharing

Data submission templates, template completion manual, R code for data validation and feedback template are available at https://collaboration.npfc.int/node/194.

b.	To the Collaboration site 
Specific ad-hoc data requests that don’t go into the SC database. 

7.	Contact information
TBD
  TEL	+81-3-5479-8717
FAX	+81-3-5479-8718
Email	secretariat@npfc.int
Web	www.npfc.int
2nd Floor Hakuyo Hall
Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology
4-5-7 Konan, Minato-ku, Tokyo
108-8477 JAPAN
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