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1. Introduction

Japanese Sardine （ Chinese
name 拟 沙 丁 鱼 ） and Chub
mackerel (Scomber japonicus)
population are widely
distributes in the Pacific
Ocean.

The fishing grounds of these
two fish species have a high
degree of overlap, therefore,
they are both caught by purse
seine and trawl fishing.



In 2024-2025 year, China has two types of fishing nets operated in this
fishery including the light-purse seine nets(>97%) and pelagic trawl
nets(<3%). Sardine and mackerel are the target species.

light-purse seine
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Trawl nets — Pelagic trawling

In 2025, three vessels seasonally catch sardine in the NPFC areas.



2. Description of sardine fishery in 
China in North Pacific ocean 

Fishing effort and catch

The Chinese catch of sardine in recent three years is 
more than 200,000 tons every year.





Sardine become the largest production species since 2019

Species compostion of Chinese purse seine and trawl fishery



3. Fisheries data collection and 
research activities

• Population biology
Since 2020, we collect the samples every month during fishing season.

In 2022, the measured mean fork length and weight of sardine is the

lowest, and in 2025, the fork length and weight is also be slightly reduced

compared with that in 2024.
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The fork length group of 140-220mm is the 
dominant length size groups.



• Relationship between weight and fork length

y = 3E-06x3.2077

R² = 0.9094
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Changes in age composition
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1-4 years old are the dominant age groups of sardine in Chinese 
fishery



Research activities and training 

◆Collection and analysis of all

fishing logbooks every year

◆Research specialist staff went

to fishing vessels or in the ports

to collected the samples data

◆Monitor the monthly biological

characteristics on JS.



Conlusions

• Distribution on the fishery ground of JS fishery in China, very similar
to Chub Mackerel Fishery in the past 5 years.

• Sardine become the largest production species since 2019 for China’s
fleet.

• In 2022, the fork length and weight of sardine is the lowest, and in
2025, the fork length and weight is also be slightly reduced compared
with that in 2024.

– It indirectly reflects that the living marine environment of sardine may have
been changed, or the increase in the proportion of small individuals.

• 1-4 years old is the dominant age group of sardine.



• Thank you very much!
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